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DOUBLE ADVENTURE TO YUKON AND 


Your Bike 

You should have a ten-speed bike. Peo- 
ple have done the trip on five-speeds, three- 
speeds, probably even one-speeds, but you 
can bet it wasn’t much fun! Get to know 


your bike (if it’s anew acquisition) by taking A LAS KA 

local trips near your home, carrying the gear Fully Escorted Air, Rail, Cruise and Coach Tours 

you plan to take to the mountains. Choose from Departures from Alberta & British Columbia 
_ There are two excellent books to read: 17 day Tours Depart Edmonton June 24 and July 10 

Bike Tripping and Anybody’s Bike Book, Depart Vancouver July 2 and July 18 

both by Tom Cuthbertson and published by 

Ten Speed Press. Anybody’s is a complete 15day Tours Depart Edmonton June 10 and August 5 

guide to bike repair, and has lists of bike re- Depart Vancouver June 16 and August 11 

pair equipment and procedures. If you Tours include Whitehorse, Dawson City, Fairbanks, Anchorage, 

don’t have the book, take one of the courses S Skagway, Inside Passage and Vancouver Ve 

offered by the Hostel Association or at least 


talk to someone in a bike store. 


Reservations : a 
For the campgrounds, you’re out of luck, | Mm Mm @ i VW i n t (3 i 
they don’t take reservations. Hostels do, | 4 7 


and they can be made, along with pre-pay- 


ments, at the offices in Calgary and Edmon- ct 
ton. You can also buy a hostel membership p ir [| n Gg @) i ©) ee 
card, which qualifies you for reduced rates. 

253 YOU Rs se bps 


[f you plan to use any of the private bunga- 
lows on the route, reservations are essential. 
FOR CARS — CAMPERS — ae. — MOTORHOMES — IN TOURIST ZONE. FIVE — ALBERTA River 


VIA Rail also suggests reservations for train 
travel. 


Group Tours 

If you can’t get a group together, and 
Jon’t feel like tackling the journey solo, 
there are a number of organizations that run 
dike trips. The Calgary and Edmonton 
YWCAs offer a coed cycling camp for teen- 
agers. Adult tours are run by the Canadian 
Hostelling Association, 1414 Kensington 
Road N.W., Calgary, Alberta and by Rocky 
Mountain Cycle Tours, 229 Wolf Street, 
Banff, Alberta. Tour lengths vary from five 
Jays to several weeks. 


Other Routes 

Although the Icefields Parkway is great 
‘or cycling, there are other roads in the 
nountains. We made a nice detour into H 
Yoho Park, visiting Takakkaw Falls (great Write for Our 
hostel but 11 kilometres up a gravel road). C Oo i Oo rf u i R roc h ures 
dighway 93 to Radium is a good bike route. : 
‘or the truly adventurous, there are forestry Beside The Book of Tours and 
runk roads and even fire roads. Hunting Guide They Include 
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arks License) are also useful. Car-bound 


ishermen often miss the best spots because @ WINTER BROCHURE 

iere’s no convenient pull-off. With a bike, @ C.B. GUIDE Phone (403) 672-4217 

>u can just haul off the road and fish wher- Wal Sho 

ver it’s permitted. BATTLE RIVER 

| There are delights at the end of your trip TOURIST ASSOCIATION 

0. At the Upper Hot Springs (Banff) or °6215 - 48 AVE. 

fe Miette Hot Springs (Jasper) you can CAMROSE, Alta. T4V 0K4 

ash the road dirt off your now perfectly- 

-oportioned, muscled body. You can eat a | 

eal that you didn’t have to cook, provided EME CODE 

ey’ll let you into a restaurant. (Hint: Go to ADDRESS 

e Hot Springs first!) And eae watch PLEASE SEND @ BOOK OF TOURS & MAP ec.B. 
BS riuaeayoran oe BROCHURES __@GEN. __@ WINTER _@ HUNTING 
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KLONDIKE VISITORS ASSOCIATION | 


Amwites you to 


DAWSON CIT 


HEART OF THE REAL KLONDIKE! 


SEE ALL THIS & MORE...IN 
CANADA’S FRONTIER GOLD RUSH TOWN 


ENTERTAINMENT FLOOR SHOWS 
GAMES OF CHANCE CAN CAN GIRLS 
&>. 


ROBERT SERVICE f Fes , * JACK LONDON 
CABIN nid | CABIN 
ie ‘fs 


STERNWHEELER mY ey %& BONANZA CREEK 
S.S. KENO % : we GOLD PANNING 


HISTORIC an Ws * AND MORE 
MUSEUM tg See = MUCH. MUCH MORE 
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PALACE 
GRAND 
THEATRE 
—PRESENTS— 
A ROUSING 
EVENING 
OF NOSTALGIC 
FUN 


DAWSON CITY 
YUKON e CANADA 
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Kathy. Jones 


That’s wits they first 
| came...and there’s stil 
| some left today! : 


ritory was reported in 1844 by a Huds 


he first discovery of gold in the Yukon 
] Bay Company trader named Re 


4 Campbell who noted traces of the precious r 
_# along the Pelly River. That early sighting 
_(| unpublicized for many years, however, a: 
_@ HBC fur traders were urged to keep such finc 
_¥ quiet due to the fear that it would draw peor 


the territory and thereby create competitic 
the fur trade. 

Some 21 years later, Reverend Rc 
McDonald, a Church of England missio1 
noted finding ‘‘gold by the spoonful” < 


_ 4 some of Yukon’s waterways. But mineral w 

@ held little value for the Church, and once 

_@ the news of golden riches in the north was 
4% pressed from the outside world. 


Small parties of prospectors began to 
into the territory in the early 1870’s, but it v 
be nearly two decades before that initial 
strike’ which sparked the biggest gold rus 
world has seen. 

In mid-August, 1896, a fisherman turned 
pector named George Carmack and his two 
an partners, Skookum Jim and Tagish Ch 
were camped on the banks of Rabbit Cre 
tiny tributary of the mighty Klondike River 
trio discovered rich deposits of gold in the 
stream and immediately set about staking c 
before heading off to the nearest mining re 


lumber Four on Bonanza Creek was the largest wooden- 
'dge in the world. 

ce to register their find. 

creek soon was renamed Bonanza, and 
two years not a single square foot of the 
ing waterway would remain unclaimed 
ispectors, who also staked nearly every 
reek in the Klondike. By the turn-of-the- 
|, an estimated 100,000 men and women 
11e world over had left jobs, homes and 
i. in search of the golden riches in 
’s north. 

‘son City, at the confluence of the Klon- 
id Yukon Rivers, sprang up almost over- 
id by 1899 was dubbed ‘The Paris of the 
| The city swelled to an estimated popula- 
130,000 during its heyday, with approxi- 
130,000 more gold seekers working the 
| ding creeks in the Klondike area. 

| of millions of dollars in raw gold came 
he Klondike in just a few brief years fol- 
that initial strike, but only a handful of 
nanaged to leave Yukon with any signifi- 
alth. Some made millions in a single sum- 
|\ggings, while others suffered the ravages 
ler and despair that came with the frustra- 
ontinued failure. 

jough productivity dwindled after the 
'00’s, gold mining has been and continues 
lviable industry in the territory. Much of 
| in the Klondike was overlooked by those 
|ners due to a lack of sophisticated equip- 
id because gold was valued at only about 
punce. But even with the precious metal 
jit a fraction of what it brings today, there 
Imerous stories of men claiming $100 of 
rer gold per pan. 

|ng methods have changed significantly in 
jears but the magical lure of gold remains 
le. Unlike the prospectors of yesteryear 
ire concerned solely with the going bank 
gold, many miners today look toward the 
icrative market of jewelry gold, which 
y commands a much higher rate of return 
: basic bank rate. 

placer, or nugget, gold is a treasured re- 
of the Yukon’s colorful past. 
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For further information: 


Arctic Experience 


* Old Crow 
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FOR YOUR COPY 
OF OUR YUKON 
SCHEDULE WRITE: 


NORTHWARD AIRLINES LIMITED 
226 St. Albert Prof. Bldg. 
ST. ALBERT, ALBERTA T8N 2X4 
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VHIRERORSE 


As well as being the most modern city in northern Canada, Whitehorse still 
boasts a frontier atmosphere generated from a colourful and exciting past. 


Kili iM lll Keen Xi Ll 
SS oop caheocm no SOSH SHAAN KKK SS 
KK Rill ——— 
KKK SSS Sp py Dd »0syy” 
VOU Ki ld. KKK 
Nw  - »~ N ww) 
YM Me LULU Kq 
[KKKKKKKK; 
M@§@l iil ry RU Ll yy Ru 
SY  \.\ KKK WO 
cht >>>») 
SOS» >>> >> yyy 
lllllddllllddldiddé 
iNKJJTCKKSG 
_K< Uh << << U”” 


CSS 


SK SS SS ‘“C—\s 
s KKK KEE ge 


Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce, 302 Steele St., Whitehorse, Yukon (403)667-7545 


The Yukon 
This Summer 


Our Yukon Operation 
is Ready to Provide You With a Unique 


* Tuktoyaktuk - on the Beaufort Sea 

#* Inuvik - The terminis of the Western Arctic 

- Home of the Loucheaux 

* Explore the Klondike with Daily 
departures to Dawson City. 


In Whitehorse call 668-2101 


NORTHWARD AIRLINES Gv 
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We're Yukon’s 
BIGGEST 
and BEST 


Book Store... 
with over 500 
Northern Titles... 
10,000 others... 


plus magazines, 
souvenirs, post- 
cards, tobaccos, 
gold nugget 
jewelery, greeting 
cards, all sorts of 
Yukonalia! 


MAC’S... 
a very friendly 
place to browse! 


visit 


Yukon | 
Gallery 


...and see the beauty of Yukon # = 
through her artists‘ eyes. 3 
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203 Main St. e Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2B2 e (403) 667-2358 


OPEN 
8 am to 10 pm 


EVERY 
DAY! 


fiver & ele 
ON MAIN 


We're here to make your stay 
in Yukon a memorable one... 
visit us, browse a while... 

and take the Yukon 

home in a book from iy. 
MAC'S! ete iY: 


See 
MAC’s 

at the 
Whitehorse 
Travelodge, 
and in 
Dawson City, 


across from the 


S.S. KENO 
on Front Street. 


(a | 

master ¢ nas) 
| CHARGEX 
=r) Ca 


Hikers, hunters and explorers -- see Yukon Gallery for 


National Topographic Survey Maps of the Yukon 


Throughout the summer, open every day 
from 10a mto8pm 
Downstairs at Mac‘s Fireweed Books and Gifts 
203 Main Street, Whitehorse Yukon Y1A 2B2 Phone 667-2391 


Pen & Ink Sketch i , 
by Linda O'Neill od? 


Dawson MAC’S° 


Whitehorse, YUKON‘S 


...answers five 
important questions: 


Staying in Whitehorse? 


We’ve got 100 guest rooms 
and comfortable executive 
suites. 


Meeting in Whitehorse? 


Convention facilities and 
catering for up to 175. 


Dining in Whitehorse? 


Charlie’s is the place. 
Yukon’s newest and 
finest dining lounge. 


Relaxing in Whitehorse? 
Take in the quiet 
atmosphere at our 
Sternwheeler Lounge. 


Dancing in Whitehorse? 


Trappers’ is all new... 
featuring nightly 
entertainment. 


Complimentary 
airport-to-hotel 
transportation 


403-668-4747 Telex 036-8-239 
2288 2nd. Ave. Whitehorse, Y.T. 
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Klondike Highway. 


uilt under the shadow of the Mid- 

B night Dome on a flat, marshy area at 
the confluence of the Yukon and 
Klondike rivers, Dawson City sprang froma 
single, tiny Indian fishing camp to a bustling 
mecca within a few tumultous years during 


| the famous Klondike Gold Rush at the turn 


of the century. 

The site and subsequent building of what 
latter became known as the ‘gold capital of 
the world,’ was the brainchild of a free- 
wheeling and enterprising young man named 
Joe Ladue. After hearing of the impressive 
gold strike on Bonanza Creek in August of 
1896 by George Carmack and his two Indian 
companions Skookum Jim and Tagish 
Charlie, Ladue anticipated that it wouldn’t 
be long before scores of hopeful prospectors 
and businessmen began flocking to the 
Klondike. Ladue’s predictions proved right 
and his calculated foresight made him one of 
the wealthiest men in the Klondike without 
ever having to turn a spade of soil in the gold- 
rich fields of the Klondike. 

Climbing to an estimated peak popula- 
tion of 30,000 at the height of the gold rush, 
Dawson City’s fame and fortune was to be 


| short-lived. By the early 1920’s the boom 


town atmosphere of Dawson had long since 
vanished and by the start of the Second 
World War the community was fighting a 
desperate struggle to stay alive. 

Today, Dawson is home for about 1,000 
year-round residents, but the number swells 
enormously during the summer months as 
tens of thousands of tourists come to visit 


is stil 
and well worth the long journey up the - 


sig 


this picturesque community which had sucl 
a raucous and colorful past. An estimates 
30,000 visitors crowded Dawson’s street 
last summer in search of a glimpse into th 
era that made the city one of the most talked 
about places in the world. 

Buildings like the magnificent Palac 
Grand Theatre, the old post office and ; 
host of other structures dating back to th 
goldrush days line the city’s board sidewalk 
and dusty streets. A museum glutted wil 
artifacts, the old sternwheeler the $.S. Keno 
Robert Service’s original log cabin and th 
bank in which he worked, and the only legal 
ized gambling hall in all of Canada, are just 
few of the things which attract tourists anc 
historians alike. 

A frontier atmosphere permeates th 
town. Walk-in bars with swinging doors 
black-jack tables, can-can dancers and live 
vaudeville theatre all add to Dawson’: 
unique attraction. : | 

Despite the large number of tourists whe 
visit the area, there still remains plenty of el 
bow room, with many people choosing tc 
make only a brief stay in Dawson City, beings 
drawn more to the gold-bearing creeks anc 
wilderness areas of the Klondike. The mort 
adventuresome can take a raft trip down the 
Klondike River or a boat ride down the 
Yukon River to the historic townsite 0} 
Moosehide. Gold panning on the famou: 
Bonanza Creek is one aspect of a trip tec 
Dawson City which excites many visitors, 
The lure of gold is still very much alive. 

Andrew Hume 
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